
We Focus On ...
 Indiana United Ways, Inc. as an 

 independent nonprofit 

 the local United Ways that 
 comprise our membership

 the United Way brand in general

 struggling households and 
 vulnerable populations

 the nonprofit sector

We Take Action When...
 an issue affects the health,

 education, economic mobility, 
 or basic needs supports of 
 Hoosiers

 an issue affects the overall 
 well-being of United Ways and
 the nonprofit sector

Before Taking Action, We 
Consider...
 the social and political capital 

the action requires

 the potential intermediate and
 long-term affects of the action
 on our ability to act elsewhere

 whether it is most appropriate 
 for us to lead, partner, or 
 influence through other means

 the potential affects on the 
 United Way brand and the 
 Indiana network of United Ways 

2023 Public Policy Priorities
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Infant Mortality & 
Maternal Health

   

Mental Health

Housing Quality and 
Access

Health Education Economic Stability 
and 

Mobility

Basic Needs

Early Childhood Care & Education (0-5) 
and 

Implications for Workforce

According to the 2022 Governor’s Public 
Health Commission Report (Aug. ’22), 
Indiana ranks 35th among the states on 
the mental health/public health metric. As 
reflected in his platform, the Governor is 
focused on mental health and intent on 
implementing a strategy to provide greater 
mental health care access and reduce the 
stigma of mental health issues.  In 2023, 
the PPC will seek out partnerships and 
coalitions already working in this space 
with the purpose of increasing mental 
health services access and developing 
administrative access options (rather than 
solely legislative).  

The Early Learning Advisory Committee (ELAC) was established by the Indiana General Assembly, 
with membership by appointment from the Governor. The PPC will use the findings of the latest 
ELAC report, to be published in November, ’22, to identify the best avenues of advocacy in this 
space. IUW will also coordinate advocacy efforts with United Way of Central Indiana, a leader in 
early childhood.  The PPC believes that the best means of gaining Legislator support is to position 
affordable and equitable access to high quality care as a workforce development issue.

Responsible
Lending

The excessive rates, extra fees, and lack of 
underwriting criteria of payday lending burden 
already-vulnerable households. Likely to be 
a recurring issue in 2023, the PPC identified 
the regulation of payday lending as a key 
priority. PPC members understand there are 
multiple variables at play when legislating on 
this issue. Consequently, the PPC recognizes 
the need to compromise on final rate limits in 
order to move forward legislation that does 
less harm to the potential financial stability of 
Hoosiers than the current state of affairs with 
lending practices.

IUW has long been engaged in promoting 
access to affordable, safe housing.  As a 
participant in the Hoosier Housing Needs 
Coalition, staffed by Prosperity Indiana, the 
PPC is committed to continuing to build 
partnerships and advocate on this issue.
During the 2022 session, the Indiana 
General Assembly established the Housing 
Task Force. This legislation directed a seat 
to be filled by a member of the Hoosier 
Housing Needs Coalition, and the task 
force has just recently begun to meet. This 
legislation also set a deadline of Nov. 1, 
2022 for the task force to submit findings 
and recommendations. Once these findings 
and recommendations are available, they 
will become a resource for the IUW’s 
housing advocacy. One area the PPC will 
commit to improving is the support of 
the availability of local control regarding 
housing issues. This shift will provide a 
much wider array of options to combat the 
housing crisis throughout the state.
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Already at the forefront for local United 
Ways as well as State-level government 
officials prior to the 2022 Special Session, 
this issue will undoubtedly continue to 
garner attention moving forward.  Falling 
under the Department of Health, Health 
Commissioner Dr. Box is an advocate in 
this space.  In late September, the Maternal 
Mortality Review Committee (under IDOH) 
released an annual report that includes over 
7 pages of recommendations; this report 
will become a resource for the Public Policy 
Committee’s advocacy on this issue.
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2023 Public Policy Monitoring

Equitable 
Internet Access

Health Education Economic Stability 
and 

Mobility

Basic Needs

Early Childhood Care & Education (0-5) 
and 

Implications for Workforce

   SNAP funding (as a bridge to employment)
 TANF funding (typically die in committee)
 Federal work regarding CCDF 
     (competing partisan bills, including one from (IN) Sen. Young)
 Tax Credits 
     (Child Tax Credits; Charitable Giving Tax Credits)

Mental Health
& Substance Use

   State bills related to the 
     opioid crisis, including 
     funding bills

   Statewide Digital Equity    
     & Inclusion Plan

In 2023, with the assistance of IUW’s lobbying firm, The Corydon Group, the Public Policy Committee                                               
has prioritized the following issues for continuous monitoring:

Public Policy Committee Members
Brent Wake, Chair (IUW Board)

Tiffany Bailey (UW Allen County)
Nicky Harrison (UW Central Indiana)

Anicia Kosky (UW Northwest Indiana)
Brandon McReynolds (Metro UW)

Adam O’Doherty (UW Northwest Indiana)
Pam Ottersbach (Metro UW)

John Peirce, Peirce Consulting LLC
Kristina Scott (UW Greater Cincinnati)

Mandy Simpson (Metro UW)
Sam Snideman (UW Central Indiana)
Karen Snyder (UW Greater Cincinnati)

Margaret Stuckey (UW Southwestern Indiana)
Nancy Vaughan (IUW Board)

Corydon Group
Sydney Moulton 

Chris Gibson
Morgan Perrill

IUW Staff
Michael Budd, President & CEO

Tonja Stokes, VP Organizational Development 
& Membership Services

Brian Lohsl, Impact & Public Policy Strategist
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